Why Don’t People Have Tails?

（2018校內英語朗讀中年級初賽稿）
One day I was sitting in my living room, reading a comic book, and our cat walked into the room.  Her tail was waving back and forth, then up and down, and then side to side.  Her tail is always very busy!  Then, I stopped reading, and turned on the television.  I watched a show about animals, and all of the animals, of course, have tails.  Some of the tails are very busy, like the tail of my cat, while some tails don’t seem to do much of anything, like the tail of a turtle. All animals have tails.  Some are short, some are long.  Some are busy, and some don’t move at all. Then I began to wonder.  Why don’t people have tails?  So, I asked my teacher, and I learned a lot about animals and their tails.  There are many reasons animals have tails. Here is what she told me. 

Birds fly with their tails.  They use their tails when they want to turn left or right while they are flying in the air.  Beavers use their large, flat tails to put mud in their dams and lodges.  Monkeys use their tails as an extra hand.  They can grab things with their tails.  Some monkeys can even pick up a peanut with their tails.  And monkeys can swing from tree to tree using their tails.  Horses and cows use their tails as a fly-swatter.  They spend much time standing, and they can use their tails to keep insects away.  Fish and whales use their tails to swim.  Sometimes their tails move up and down, and sometimes they move side to side.  Sometimes their tails help them swim faster, and sometimes their tails help them turn left or turn right.  

But, my teacher still did not answer my question.  Why don’t people have tails?  So, I asked her again.  She thought about her answer for a few minutes, and then she told me her answer.  The reason people don’t have tails is probably because they don’t really need them.  I think this is a good answer, and I’m really happy that I don’t have a tail!  

